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Gentleman Without Door, e. 


#27 25 1 4 1 Marth 46. 1 10 
WW HEN fſt the Project of the Bill Cres. is 


Ls © 


— whiſpered about, there was ſcarce one Com- 
moner of Britain who did nat take the A- 


ds 4 4 
5 28 4 


; - arm; 9 * che Matter being entirely new and ſtrange, 


Aan A of the whole preſent Conſtitution ſtaring 
one in the Face, wherein no Advantage to the Commons, if 
not a great Diſadvantage ſeemingly appeared; it was no 
Wonder that ever Commoner was aſtoniſhed; moſt were 
Aſpleaſead, and »6 Man was either ſufficiently inſtructed in 

the Particulars of the Scheme, or bold enough to juſtify 
it; ſo that it made its Entry into the World witha ge- 


4 neral Diflike, each Man heartning up and encouraging 


"His 2 or n in Seatuneats averſe to it. 


From | 


now brought into the Houſe of Lords was 


—— — age — Oe 
nat 3 . a 5 


| 
9 
4 
; 


— 
I. EH 


. Dy - 
* bo St 


— 


. 
_ = SY ESI ae art ern erg 
- - 


ww AT 199 
WF ee ne e 
P 


l Gs . 4 2 2 Pon = 
” of 2 2 * - — I RS * * 1 
hog 9 — = * A * n — * 1 We — © 3 poi * 924 $2 2 — pr : 1 
* * 888 ö — e 
=_ : wy WT T — 2 


N | 
. ; * 5 | ; 
. 8 8 T X 
„ F 
8 Ye 7 8 TS Z * h 


From — bes . (what is uſual i in like Caſes). 
ere Perſons baviog badi and publick) Vvented their 
5 _"Opmonswanhfome Warmth, and given Reaſons as 
= _rheir preſent Paſſion ſuggeſted (huddled and confuſed in- 

— _ deed, but being ſuch as meeting with no Oppoſition, ap- 
peared unanſwerable) were afterwards ſo tied down by 
theif Declarkcifns, or thought themſelves ſo far bound in 
Honda to he Io, that they durſt hot ſo much as gv Ear to 
—_. : - Arguments which cooler Delibetations'mipht a = 
3 But to the Diſhondur ot cetracting a generally. e eck 85 
1 . plauſible See was added that very obvious Calumny 
| _ + motesſpeclally in chis-cricicat Gaſe) that the Miniftry | 
C0 Teemed to be moſt” concerned in the Suceeſs of this 
Bill) had by Promiſes of Titles, Penſions or Gratifications 
to Members of the Houſe ofCommons, or their Relations, 
gained over to their Side ſuch as retracted or even ſuſpen- 
ded- their Opimons; and that theſe were the pfevailing 
Arguments which enlightened ſo many, and induced them 
to change their Sentiments. Arguments which all honeſt 
Men could heartily wiſh were never made uſe bf, as in- 
'deed''toubr they have formerly' beeriwith too great duc 
ces. And tis a great Scandab to our Nation, that Gentle- 
men of Fortunes would ſearte vouchſaſe to concur in an 
1 7 ching for their Country, without batgain- 
* zug for a pr private Reward: for doing it. 
I muſt be leſt to yeur Candbur, Sir, indicdaref was: 1 
„„ who Thall happen to read this, whether my preſent State 
pk doubting daght to be attributed to any uf thenboye 
Lauſes; iſſe World woöuld not believe me one jet the 
woro for all the Aſſeveratiens F could make; hut aſter I 
" have *expoſett-the- Argametits 'F have heard "and*what 1 
bave framed to my ſelf, it Will he the better able to judge 
whether all the olglit 'Hes on the Side of Promiſes 
or not. Im dae mean dime 1 . 


2 


* 


feſs ingenuduſſy, I was one of thoſe vo at firſt re- 
ceĩved the imperfect e Bill with all the Hor | 
ror and Hatred of it that could be; that 1 vented my 
Thoughts of it in very good Company, where I ſound 
ar of the "mw 4 — — 9 — I. was i | 
ioufl eek together ſor Arguments to 
= inion; and, to that End, crowded into pub- 
ck Aſſemblies ro hear Diſputes and Debates, in order 
to confirm my ſelf and my Friends in the Reſolutions 1 
had taken: But inſtead of that, I heard ſomething which 
ſtaggered, thougn it has not determined; me, for (let the 
World think What it pleaſes) I am reſolved to follow. 
Truth, and therefore am deſirous to provoke Gentlemen 
ho have taken Pains to ſtudy the Point thoroughly, to 
communicate their Thoughts to the Publick, before one 
fhort Afternoon's Debate ſhall drive us into Reſolutions 
which we may have Reaſon to repent of hereaſte. 
The mainPurport ofthe Lords Bill now appears tobe this: 
The King has declared his Willingneſs to ſet Bounds 
to the Prefogative in the Caſe of creaxing Frers, whe- - 
cher by Patent or Writ, which it is allowed by all Lone 3 
he now has without Limitation. The Queſtion is, Whe-⸗ 
ther (all Citcumſtances conſidered) this will be a mend 
of dur Conſtitution, or a Miſchief to it? And, by the 
| = tis the g greateſt Wonder that in all the great Exigen 
— of his Maieſty 's Predeceſſors, no Counſellors: were 
ever found ſo wicked as to adviſe the putting this Part 
of the Prerogative in Practice, till toward the! latter End 
of the late Reign; but having been done then, and an 
Example being now fer that ſuch 4 thing ean be done 
with Impunity of the Author, it ſeems to ſome Perſons 
Abſolutely neceſſary to prevent à further Progreſs of this 
Mliiſchief; and the Circumſtance of à King — and - 
| , . rare to 1 age) — yy 
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half net enter 
intd any Diſquiſiidi of their Proportions); the printed Lifts. 
mim every Body's Hands ſhewhow the Peers were enerea- 
fie in the ſeveral late Reigns, and how many Fanulies 


d ther dumbets deſig ne by this Bill 


__ became. then extinct. I Will not enter the Argument, 
_ whether che preſent æugmentation of nine for Marth Bri. 
tin, and the Power of enereaſing ſix in South Britain, 
be too much or too little; but tis in my Opinion an ap. 
parent Advantage, that Bounds will by this, Bill be ſer 
toicheir Number, and that hereafter no Number. can be 
ersated at a. Night's Warning, to make a Majority of 
Votes im Parliament. Id Oppoſition; to theſe whoaffirm 
it to be a very great bettering of our Conſtitution, and 
withdqut it be ſo, I think no Alterations ought to be made 
int) alb che Objections Which have been put iii Balance 
with tfüs Opinion, and ſtarted in Canferences at private 
Meetings, and in -publick Coffee -houſes, deſerve to be 
well conſidered: For it is to be obſerved, that our Cof. 
ning our moſt weighty: Points in Divinity, Polirieks or 
Trade, ptevious and ia a» great Meaſure preparatory to 
the Debates in Parliament. And the great Coffees 
Houſes have one or more Mien of Authority who fre» 
quent each of them who: hold the Chair in Diſputes; 
and theſe h the Value of Opinions juſt as the Stock- 
jobbers do that of Stock in Exchange- Alley; to the: 
Force of thoſe: Gentlemen's Reaſon and Rloquence alb 
the other inferiour Auditors ſubmit with great A- 
| | | MH Bista 49. 


; * E „ 2 "*- 2 : 4 r * 32 ? 
l. 111. c lie 8. 2 
far the: narrow Compaſs of a E 


Iwill (as f Better will 
admit) faithfully ſet down the Subſtance of all the Ob- 
jechions to this Bill that I have; yet met with, urge 
dy the moſt avowedly able Men among us together 
with Kich. hort. Anſwers. as, L ha ver hra td, oö able 
ea, „„ 0 


a «x E * 


1 
— 2 


| aback FR —_ 
Sir, chat theſe Obiections and wo: Anſ 4177 Mes 


near as I can remember, fram in the 
. aha repreſen them FI Fr. * OT 


65% The Crawn will loſe, and the For OE; by bs 


Bill gain a greater Power, conſequent! * * Comma 
5 wall have: leſs. in Wansrige., TO r 5.0 eee 


e Wherein? Not by Fs * Numbers: dies 


5 het, ſor if the Computations be true, that withs 
in theſe 115 Years about three Families of Lords have 
been extinguiſhed in two Years at a Medium; then 


the Crown, notwithſtanding this Bill, Will Rilþ have: 


leſt in it a Power of creating as many. new Peers, as 
put in Execution in any Reign, eſpecially if we 

ä ache further Power of creating others in the Room 
of thoſe WhO are. no peers by Writ, aſſoon as their 
Fathers drop off. And the Crown, Will by this Re. 
gulation be Only debarred? from that miſchieyous. Pow», 


er of endes 1 Number at a time to ſerve. a . 


Tin. r ay 3 


80 that I. can lee no Tas = Power by. this Bill 


given to the Peers, unleſs. it be the preſent Increaſe .of- 
their Number; which ſome; ſay is a Diminution of -the- 
Power of their whole Body; and no Man can deny 
that the Crown has not by its Prerogative a Power 
to encreaſe that Number at. preſent Nabe 1 
8 tation. (4.3 +3 ji 1 
. indeed, the: e te ep. Pere were ls 

mentech, os their ,pggſens;. ſtares thereby fired . Fog 
Honours {as in former, Ages,), then. there wou 
ene Jad: kor an Lacreaſe. * Fower 3 bor this 


—— eee 


— 


Fe — left at Yor W wy eue is not « by tis 


F 


Bill adempted t. to be 'r 


0bj. The Londs will every 75 gain une e 
mons; they will influence their Elections; they will 

merit great Penſions from che — and at laſt af. 
fume to themſelves à Share in giving Money, and rai- 
ſing Taxes on the Commons; they will pay none them - 
„ they will extend their Judicature to the utter 
Extinction of the People's Liberties: In ſhort, they will 
become an Ariſtocracy, and the Commons will i in time 
wear the 1 _ 7 V7 


4 WT Proy hold a Hitle end rake _— "thoſe are 
very frigbtful things indeed, but is not all this gratis 
Alita Is this fair arguing? I wait to hear Proof of 
All” you have faid ; firſt, let me know by what Means 
the Lords ſhall acquire 'this new Power which is thus 
dreaded? Secondly, How it will become their Inte- 
reſt (and conſequently their Inclination) ro exert it in 
this Manner, if they had it? I proteſt I cannot as 10 
ſee how this Bill enables them to do more in an 
theſe Particulars than they do at preſent ;- and 103 
hear ſome rea ſonable Arguments why; and in — 
Manner theſe dreadful. Conſequences ſhall happen, give 
me leave to ſuſpend my judgment. I have promi- 


ſed'to yield to the Force of Reaſon and Truth when- | 


ever it appears; till then it ſeems to me, that the pre- 
ſent Liberty in the Crown of drawing all the rich- 

et Men at once to the Houſe of Peers out of the 
Houſe of Commons, is a fair Step towards uM the | 
| u Commoners wear —_ 1 25 
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Obj. The King's | Preropative will be leſſer'd ther 7 5 
and the Lords will in Time grow an Over-Match for the 
«%% OI HE ro 


© Af. I ſhould hardly have expected ſuch. an Aſſertion 
from-your Mouth, or to find you a Pleader for this Part 
af the Prerogative ; eſpecially ſince it has lately been exer- 
biſed To ill. But can there be any real Grounds of Fear, 
that this Bill ſhould make the Lords an Over-Match for 
King and Commons jdined? Are not vaſt Eftates by 
Trade and Money, now raiſed every Day by Commoners, 
above what moſt Lords have? Can you think Power bet- ; 
ter lodged, in the Hands of à ſingle. Perſon, than divided = 
among, many; ſuppoſing (tho not at all; granting) that 
the Lords had thereby an Acceſſion of Power? I remem- 
ber you once to have been of another Min. 


E271 &£ 


An. In that, Inſtance, the King and Commons joined _ 4 
againſt the Lords; and notwithſtanding the Daniſh Lords 
real Power, and their long Preſcription to it, (Which is 

none of our preſent Caſe) ſoon got the better of the Lords: 
So that this Argument rather makes againſt you. 


* fo 


4 5 1 . % nt COD) en | 9 1 $343 | 
Anſ. More than enough : And whoever will take the 
Pains to make the Computation, will be convinced of it. 


j 
| 
1 
l 
. 
| 


b happen in his Reign, it will be found that” he 
7, rf create more New Peers in Proportion than any of 


make them all at a Time, and to oF, a 1 and ; 
1 this js the apparent Good of the fin. Ma 


this Bill the higheſt Inja 


| LS SA etl > AS — $84 2 
— 4 EY — 64 
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If the king f. als u 5. at the Vibe which will pro- 


his Predeceſſors did. But indeed he will not be able to 


N 


- 0hj. But does not this break the Arte of the Vaio 5 
which are declared to be unalterable +. : 
1 1 30 4 c 


| Au. It Ses to me 4 8oledif 40 Covert to = 
tar any Law is unalterable by the lame Power that made 
"There is a neceſſary and natural Right in all Communi- = 
33 change, diſanul, make, and repeal all Laws; Which 
Naht is indeed unalteruble, otherwiſe it would be an und. 
vordable' Conſequence , that ſuch an undlrerable Government 

could not long ſubſiſt. Upon different Emergencies, diffe- 
rent, and ſometimes, directly oppoſite Reſolutions muſt be 
talen 15 and our own Government has been Altered Frey 


05 What do you. for to Y Scorch "IR > os not 8 

ice attempted to that numerous 
in Scotland, mtg e oy d 9 | 
for ir Reproſentatives ? EE BM 


As. I will not content my felf with W needing ut A 
Noble Peer did to this Objection, tho? I think it has a, - 
deal of Weight; but 1-will Gay; that if this feeming Pie 
of Injuſtice, hath for it Conſiderations abſohitely neceffiry 
to the Good of the Community, and even to the Subſiſting 
of the Houſe of Peers (as very wiſe Men will affure you it 
has) then the Caſe of Injuſtice ſhould not outHalance 

_ thoſe Conſiderations. n * Habet aliquid ex iniquo 
 Onme 


; i : 
r _ N 
= 5 1 a Ny 18 0 _ „ g D Fane — rs — 9 ——— __ — — e — —— - 
— +> "= * 
7 


ene — — contra pare Urih- 
tate publica rep 


1 of at: Government my" is 2 8 to * 
But what n you 54% if this de ringed a eden 56d 


bat 2 meal Wrong oo them ? U thoſe Noble Prefers" 4aphio 
_ ought to know better than you and 1) will aſſure us, that 


#:; 


this Attempt, as it is modePd, is not a defeating of Juſtice, 


but a turning it into a better Channel ? So that in reality, 


it will be a Benefit to thoſe Tagniles 1 in Time, which ſeein 


nom to have the Excluſion. 
For it is not any of the Abies of As Ueſon 


they now lie under, but its a Determination of the Houſe 

_of s in the Caſe of the Duke of Brandon; from the 
Hardſhips of which the preſent Bill will,” in a great mea- 
_ dure, reliebe them. 


Tis true indeed, be of Perverſctiehs or being 


affrighted at the Novelty of the Thing, or Diſaffe&ion ts 


the Government, hich 4 is but too notorious in the North 
Part af Britain) it will be difficult, if not impoſſible, ever 


| to obtain a general Conſent. So it was in the Caſe of the 


| Commons, and ſo it will be to the World's End, in every 
wer age} Rp. except in a Poliſh Diet, where the only Re- 

a A1 down the Non-Compliers; „ but where 
3 Repreſentatives, with full Power, which bind the 
Conant of their Principals or Conſtituents, the Imputati- 
And 1/cannet e Reaſon”: to doubt of that Pow- 
ef * IG originally — them with- 


out 


And whoever ſtretehes the Caſe of 
private Juſtice too iirily i in Politicks, will ſoon occaſion the 


4 which have put the Scottiſp Peers into the ill Circumſtances 


Jnion, ſo it is in the Caſe of the Repreſentatives of the 


on ef this Sort of Injuſtiee carries s little Weight with 


— 7 
- 8 
1 


Ch =; pe — — 
——ä—— . — — Re —— — — - 


A Wan > — 


1 —— — — 


dut Limitations.) How often have tlie Repteſentatives of the 
Commons of England reſtrained/the. Power and Number, 
daand determined the Qualifications of their Electors, even 
„for future Parliaments ? How many of them have they 
diſqualified, decided the Rights of Boroughs different Ways, 
and even deprived ſome of them of any Right to ſend 
Members, during a whole Parliament ? The ſeveral Acts 
relating to Elections of Members to ſit in Parliament, will 
. ſhew, that the Peers were not afraid of the Injuſtice of 
theſe Attempts, to mend the Conſtitution in the Commons, 
or that, it ſnould have any ill Effect upon their Body; ra- 
ther the contrary; they gave their Concurrence to all the 
Bills of this Nature; and although they were ſenſible 
that the Riches of the Nation was at: that Time princi- 
pally lodged among the Commons, and that they were 
every Day growing greater, yet ſo far were they from ta- 
king any Alarm at theſe material Alterations of the Con- 
ſtitution, (for ſuch certainly they were) or being afraid 
or jealous of putting into the Balance of Power an addi- 
tional Weight on the Commons Side of the Scale, that 
they looked upon theſe Bills as a right Step taken towards 
the Amendment of the whole Conſtitutio nn 
Ihe elected Peers of Scotland are ſurely in the fame 
State, and have equal Powers with the Repreſentatives of 
the Commons; this is the leaſt that can be allowed them 
now: If ſo, then their Suffrages can bind their Conſtitu- 
ents moſt certainly. But this their preſent Condition is 
| not agreeable. to the Nature of a Houſe of Peers, who 
= ought all to be (and are by our-Conſtitution ) Conſiliarij 
3 -— _, mats; and this is the Drift of this Bill, to ſet all in that 
| 


Houſe upon an equal Foot: Whereas it now looks like a 
Detachment of Elected Commoners , dropp'd by chance 
= into a Houſe of Hereditary Peers, where they make a 


3 ter 


| 


S 


———— 


ter in Diſpute i in a more advantageous Light, I will ſup⸗ 


poſe the Iwo following Speeches to be made by Two of 1 


the Second or Third Rate Speakers of the Houſe of Com- 


mons, (for I am not able to attain to an Imitation of the 
Pirſt); The one Againſt, the other For the Bill. And if the 
laſt Speech be ſomewhat longer than the firſt, tis not 
through any Partiality, but the neceſſary Conſequence of 
| 3 Objections, which takes up more Time and 


Words. 1 proteſt I have done my beſt on both Sides, and 
perhaps have omitted many Things very Material, which 


| you may attribute to my Want of Leiſure, or Want of 


Skill, if you pleaſe ; but 1 beg of you not to do it to 
my Want of Sincerity: Such as . are, I here n 
them | to ( 


= 


22 * — ; 


18 7 boy up in has Place —_ very 3 Con- 
I cern to ſpeak to Points of great Importance, which have 
been debated here, but never with half ſo much. as I do at 
this Time; the extraordinary Weight of this melancholy 
Occaſion even preſſes me down. Our good old Conſtitu- 
tion has been often ſtruck at, and wounded ; but now 


(M,. $þ——)) the Axe ſeems to be laid to the Root 


of the Tree; and ſhould this Scheme, Project, or what 
hall I call it 2 receive the Approbation of this Houſe, I 
think I may ſay, Adieu to the Liberties of Britain for 
"EI 

The Regard and e which is paid to the Fun- 
damentals of our Government, is not ſo juſt upon the 
Score of being old, as of their having been tried ſo 
long, and found firm and ſolid : And ſhall. this Houſe 
have a Hand now in ſopping its own Foundation, 
1 . 


2 
———ð⁵³ — 22 
5 
- 
2 _ 
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Which has laſted for fo many Ages, againſt all the A. S | 
tempts of Kings and evil Miniſters ? And this without our 
e ſo much as pretending to "+ new ones, with any Appear- 


32 
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ance of Solidity. This Bill, Mr. Sp—— is no leſs (in 
my Opinion) than an Attempt of hie heinous Nature 
— carries with it ( even at firſt fight) to all honeſt Men, 
all the Horror that Blue-Coats and Badges, Poverty and 
Wooden Shoes, ought to inſpire into People that have the 


leaſt Knowledge of, or Value for Libertx. 


Nay, not only our. Old Foundations are Inland 


4 hereby to be aboliſhed, but thoſe New additional ones, ſo 


lately laid by the happy Union of the Two Kingdoms, are 


at once ſubverted, without regard. to unalterable Laws, . 


common Juſtice. 


The Wickedneſs, the Danger of ſuch a Wi : 


is fo great and viſible, that [' confeſs, I am amaz'd at the 
very Appearance of it, and will hope that it can never 
meet with Encouragement here, - eſpecially among - thoſe _ 
who have valued themſelves upon Principles of Liberty, 
Which will ſhew themſelves now or never. And I cannot 
- but” flatter my ſelf, that all Parties, under wh-t-Denomi- 
nation ſoever, will join (tho perhaps upon different Con- 
fiderations) in one End; and that is, to reject this Bill 


with Scorn and Indignation, even now ou its firſt 


Reading. 


The Miſchiefs which neceſfarily will be the Conie« 


qu uences of it, are ſo many, that he muſt be a much better 
rator than l pretend to be, who can tell properly at what 


End to begin to enumerate the Particulars. I am over- 


whelmed with the Number and Burthen of them, and I 


fſind my ſelf in the Condition of thoſe who gave occaſion 
to the Latin Proverb, (pardon the Pedantry) Cure leves = 
Loquuntur ingentes Ptpent. Therefore I muſt only mention 


ſome of n. as they occur to Memory at preſent, 


with- | 


5 ü tags the in 58 Order which might | * 5 
| . neceſlary or Propere 1 aj 11 tt f | ES 


Firſt, There is an eſſential and 1 Prerogative of 
"they Crown, I will not fay extorted from it, but by the 
wild and ſiniſter Views of ſubordinate; Agents, the Crown 
is perſuaded to part with it, at a Time when there is no 
apparent Neceſſity (upon the Account of the..Common, - 
Good) for its ſo doing. I dare ſay his Majeſty is informed. 
and thinks really he is parting with it for the Eaſe and 
Benefit of his Subjects; and therefore he does it. But 1 
hope I ſhall be pardoned, when I own I am of a contrary 
Opinion. I think we are Guardians of the Prerogative, as 
well as of our own Liberties. Circumſtances alter very. 
much the Nature of Things; and altho” the Abuſe of this 
Prerogative during the late Reign, had like to have proved 
of the utmoſt ill Conſequence, that Conſideration may in- 
deed be a Motive for ene and ING It, bat _ 
for entirely aboliſhing | 16 40 hy EY 


Princes and their Succeſſors: hes repay ths Indies 0 
done to them, by taking away their Dues and Regalities 
( whether by Force, or Fraud) by another and a mo. 
Piece of Injuſtice, whenever they find it in their Power; - - 
And who knows what the natural Viciſſitude of hu= > _ {Þ} 
man Affairs may. produce 2---= Wiſe Men will always =—_ 
carry this Conſideration - along with them; and think 
that as Engliſomen, and as Iſlanders, we have not 2 2 
| i Reputation for nn in the World. 


One of the-Evils which 450 Gelee and Wa Bill is 
prevacid to remedy, is, that of the vaſt Number of 
Peers which may otherwiſe be created ; and yet here is 
| n. FRO of -no fewer than Fifteen new ones. 


I 


r 
———— — 
1 G 


warn: of 16) 


If hd: Nuniber bers Grievance, why! is hw to be an 


Addition ? If it be no Grievance, to what End is the 
Limitation ? Surely the Gentlemen concerned for this 


Bill will de confiſtent with themſelves, and not bloß 

hot and cold with the ſame Breath; let us no more 
bear any Perſons exclaim at the creating Twelve Feers, 2 
« who: are for the Creation of theſe Fifteen. £7 


1 e bers Eithioue: giving. I lh i any Cauſe of 


Diſtaſte to the Gentlemen of North. Britain who hear 
me) urge the Diſproportion that will be between that 
Part of the United Kingdom and this Southern Part of 


it, by the Number of Scorch Peers added by this Bill 


to thoſe which fit at preſent, and whoſe Number was as 
nicely calculated at the Time of the Union in Propor- 
tion with thoſe of England, as was poſſible. But — . 


ſhall we ſay to the great and — Infraction of 


that Union projected by this Bill, and the horrid In- 


juſtice hereby done to all the remaining numerous Peers 


of Scotland, who have ſent up theſe Sixteen Repreſen- 


tatives? 18 there not Diſaffection enough in that Part 


of the World already, but we muſt give a juſt Occa- 
ſion for more? Mu not an Army be neceſſary to ſup- 


port ſuch a flagrant Piece of Wrong 2 Can we blame 


People, who will loſe ſuch an Eſſential Part of their 
Property, „ If they do not tamely acquieſce under it? 
Can 'theſe Repreſentatives give away for ever the Right 


of thoſe who ſent” them, and of their Poſterity? That 1 


would be a ſtrange Maxim to be -upheld by a Britiſh 
Commoner; and 1 hope never to ſee the Day, that it 
ſhall be eſtabliſh'd by _ Sanction 007 the RY of 
_ this E N e | 
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191 | 'Ariſtoeracy is projected by 
this Bill, than which nothing can contribute more to 
the breaking of that Balance and Agquilibrium which 
has ſuſtain'd us for ſo many Ages, and againſt ſo ma- 
ny Aſſgults of Perſons in Power. The Peers will not 
only acquire a Right by it to make greater Demands 
of the Crown, but will, in Probability, accompliſh 
their Ends, when they do fo; and at whoſe Expence 


Tpray ? Why, at ours, at long Run; at the Commons, 


who loſe juſt ſo much as the. Peers. will every Way 

„ ldi coor lod Sei. 
The Caſe of Denmark, in the Loſs of its Liberties, 
has been urg'd without Doors, and is fo very appoſite 


ro the preſent, that tis impoſſible for any Man not 


* 
| 
ah *#} 


1 


| 


* 
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quote it at this Time : Thee the Tyranny of the 
Lords pav'd the ready Way for univetſal Slavery; 
the Manner has been related at large, therefore I need 
not infiſt farther upon it. 5 


Another great Inconvenience of this Bill is, that it 


ſhuts the Door upon Merit, at leaſt, the Crown will 


have no immediate Power of rewarding it by Honours, 
whilſt it is freſh and exemplary, but muſt wait for 
a Vacancy. Will fo many Gentlemen of the Houſe of 


Commons, who, thro? their Wealth, Parts, and Ser- 


vices, have ſuch juſt Pretenſions to Honour, be willing 
to part with them upon the deceitful Promiſes, given, 
perhaps, privately to many more than can poſſibly be 
perform'd with, that they ſhall be the Perſons firſt 
provided for? I can never believe they will. ; 


— 
* n 


In ſhort, that Part of the Conſtituti n, Which is fix id 


* 


and permanent, and has moſt Power lodg'd in it, will 
grow near to be independent, and, at leaſt, engroſs 
all the Rewards of Merit; no body elſe will have any 
but themſelves, no body elſe will, in Probability, be 
ee , regarded; 


NO. 


a a 


irony 
: 8 
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regarded; Places, Penſions, and every beneficial Thing 
elfe, will all bend that Way, and we ſhall be that 
Part of the Conftitution that ſhall” pay tlie great Rec 
Koning at laſt, and it will be happy br een e only 
.4;m ⁰ AAT HB Ria ugh - 
When the Peers are ſet at too great a Diſtance from 
the Commons, it amounts to the ſame Thing, whe- 
ther it be by placing them higher, or debaſing us low- 
er, or even leaving us in our preſent Station, which 
Station we ſhall never be able to keep long; tho” 
the Ballance may waver'a long Time, yet, at length, 
the heavieſt Scale carries it infallibly. — 3 


1 
. 


* 


5 | Mr. 5——, C | C 22 8 | 
5 - T believe there is much more might be ſaid upon this 
O)eccaſion, and much better than I pretend to do it; 
but I think I have ſaid enough to, convince. the Mar 
Pority of this Houſe, that not the leaſt Encourage- 
ment ought to be given to a Bill of this Nature, and 
I hope I have perſwaded all the true Lovers of our 
CTonſtitution what Lam really perſwaded of my ſelf, 
5 which is, That this Bill ought, both for our Safeties 
and for our Honours, to be thrown out now, upon its 


Hirſt Reading; and I give my Vote accordingly. © Þ 


© Upon which another Member is ſuppos'd to have ſtood up, 
JJ RR gy 


OG ws: „ 2 

I am under no leſs a Concern than the Honourable 

Member who ſpoke laſt, but tis upon a N different 

Account; tis for the Succeſs of this Bill, which! 

- _ - heartily with; and I cannot but hope and believe, that 

this Houſe will ſee and make Uſe of the happy 

Occaſion, now put into our Hands, (which, if tis let 
flip, we may never have again,) of eſtabliſhing our 
%%% REESE © - 8 
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Conſtitution upon more folid Grounds than ever it has 
been far we were ang 
And altho' all Parties and Denominations among us, 
will feel the good Effects of it when tis paſſed into a 
Law; yet, I think I ſhall be able to make it out, that 
thoſe, who have ſet up for Liberty upon the woſt 
diſinterreſſed and trueſt Principles, will more eſpecially 
find their Account in it; for if ever there was a more 
than ordinary good Bill, for Liberty, brought into. 
this Houſe, I will be bold to ſay, this is it. 
] cannot pretend to equal that Honourable Gentle- - 
man in his Oratorial Declamatory Stile, but Iwill en- 
deavour to follow him as cloſe as my Memory will 
ſuffer me, and cull out his Arguments, . ſeparating; 
them from the Emphaſis and Ornaments he has cloath- 
ed them with, and to weigh them. in as equal a Ba- 
lance as TI can; after which, I ſhall ſubmit. them to the 
 Tudgmenr of: , oC Oo no” 


> y 
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_ - He is pleas'd to ſay, that tis dangerous ſapping old 
Foundations, and] gladly agree with him in that Opi- 
nion. And he adds, That this Bill lays the Axe to“ 
the Root of the Tree, and entirely ſubverts them, 
without ſubſtituting new and ſolid ones in their ſtead... 
Here I ſhall take Leave to differ from him, and en- 
dcavour to ſhew, that this Bill is ſo far from ſubvert-- 
ing our Conſtitution, that it meliorates and ſtrengthens 
the old Foundation, and adds Buttreſſes to it, which 
Fr wants Too a nn ETON 
Por I muſt take Leave to ſay, that Conſtitutions of 
Government ſtand in Need of Reparations, from Time 
to Time, (according to the different Exigencies and 
and Circumſtances of Affairs) as certainly as old Build- 
ings do; and altho* no other concurrent Reaſons ſhoult 
_ Mterfere, either of inteſtine Commotions, Of, CATE: 


1 


We 9e, Sötetwente and Coititach 
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= 86s the Obſoleteneſs of ſome Laws, the Inconveni- 
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e of others, the Alterations of the Circumſtances 
'of our ſelxes or our Neighbours, require mending as 
Daveidably (the“, perhaps, not ſo often) as our 
Houſes would do. Podies politick, as well as our na- 


tural Bodies, are liable to decay, and want daily Re- 


Pairs; and I will venture to ſay, this is ſo ſubſtantial a 
Repair, #$ will, in Probability, require the Malice of 


many Ages to deſtroy or wear out. | 
The Wiſdom of Legiſlators is ſhewn-in the good 
Manner of doing this, (without demoliſhing what is 
fill neceſſary ro bay kept up) by diſtinguiſhing the 


| 8 are unfound, and placing firm ones in their 


_ Room: 


2 Inconveniencies of the Want of ſuch a Bill. A 


and perplex'd them, is the Strangeneſs and Novelty 


lerein confiſts Prudence; and to retain an 
Opinion, or adhere to a Cuſtom, merely becauſe 'tis 
o14, to venerate an ancient Piece of Bull ing, becauſe 
it yet ſtands, tho we ſee it is juſt a nodding, will be 


owr'd to be an F 
efcht Cafe, we have already felt the 


Ruin was tumbling upon our Heads, and if we eſcap'd 


being cruſh'd to Pieces by it, *rwas thro' the imme- 


diate and miraculous Intervention of Providence; ſo 
that it cannot be juſtly faid we are unneceſſarily ſap- 
ing old Foundations, when we are trying to meud 
what we found, by faq Experience, was falling un- 
der us, and in the Compaſs of a few Years will infal- 
Adly do fo, unleſs we remedy it at this only Time 


- whetcin we are likely to have the Opportunity. 


That which has dazled the Eyes of a great many 


_ honeſt Gentlemen, Who, on a {udden, have ' paſs'd 


their Cenſure upon this Bill, chat which has ſarpriz'd 


of the Undertaking: To dare to he miſe, and ta g 
out of the common Patk in ventuxing to be ſo, is wh 


diſturbs. them; but no extraordinary, 800g hinz, Ei 
ther for this Country or any other, was ever eff 
n 


] THE 
Without it. Tis a. moſt rare Thing to find. 5 2 8 
willing to part with a Branch of his Prerogative. 
But ſhall not ſuch an Occaſion be ſnarch'd at when 
offer d? And by all the different. Parties among, us, 
tho! perhaps for different Reaſons? 100 11 10 Ea 22 55 
The Honourable Gentleman is pleas d td ſay he 
Eknoys not at which End to begin to find Fault with 
this Bill ; and indeed it is very difficult to do ſo, wen 
a, Thing is eflentially good. I defire that the Scheme, 
now laid before us by the Lords, may be thoroughly 
ganvaſs d, Piece by Piece. I am confident, the imnqre 
it is conſider'd, the more it will reconcile its ſelf to 
the Underſtanding and Notions; of all Gentlemen who 
wiſn well to their Country. All Commoners were 
ſtartled at it at firſt J cannot blame, them for being 
ſo; tis what uſually. accompanies all new and great 
Attempts; but I am convinced I addreſs my ſelf to 
rea ſonable Men, who will deliberately weigh: every 
Propoſal be fore they reject or accept it, and not think 
they are oblig'd by the, former ſudden Sallies of their 
Paſſions to quit or avoid Truth and: Reaſon, when 
Quality of a truly great Soul to own 4 Miſtake: 
None but narrow Spirits think, they are bound to can- 
 tinue to ſupport an Opinion; true or falſe, becauſethey 


have once unwarily eſpous'd it. 
P 


The Honourable Member ſays, we are Guardians of 
the Prerogative, it being Part of our | Conſtitution. 

We are ſo. But tis the Abuſe of this Part of the Pre- 
ane we re e edging l very nlp, 


2 
1 


e e eee 
A eee #6 wich 25 imagin'd, that 4 Münder of 
Peers could be created at once to do a Jobb; *till an 
11 be found out, a Remedy cannot be 
apply but now, thit"this Miſchief yr ſne wi its 
If op 755 Ae Baker d, Al 4 
Su! Aon of bur wliole Zoniſtitution, fire WE Woot 
to ſhut the Door upon it for Ge, denk 
an it be doubted that a gteat many ef bur late 
Ling s would not have atteihpted, to pit 
thapreſent Confſtitutiof' of our Govertfment, had 
8 once dream'd of fuch à dreadful Expedient as 
this Piece of Prerogative ” Have either the Lords of 
Commons at any Time ſhewn the leaft Apprehenſion 
of fach an Exefciſe 1 K otrid Abuſe of it? 1 dare ſay, 
ud Body will aver hag 1 A Remedy had been fought 
for long ago, if they had. We ſhould have had this 
5 inſerted in the Front of our Petitions of 
br And now tha the Miſchief is found, that we 
have felt it fevetely, (16 ſeverely, that it has been 
made a priddipay Article of Impeachment by this 
very Honle ainft | the only Perſon who ean haue 
en lt ever to Have been the Author of this 
Advice”) all we7nbr decept of à Redrefs which is. 
freely "offer vs by the Sovereign? Stirely we ſhall 
Mi ew ourſelves like froward* Children, refuſe a 
ing (which at another Time we. would purchaſe 
at the Expence of Millions) meerly becauſe ris offer'd 
Us, and ſtand in our own Light, for Fear of bettering 


In Part of our Conftitution, ; Which indeed uence: Ls, 


the whole. , 3 

5 Good to the Wos; and "If it at Series tat this 
fets tlie Hbufe of Peers in 2 better Condition, as to 
me" reedom of Debates and | givitg their Votes, and 


| this, 5 


even to t hreatning the EY 


att utter End 


3 7 
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"inc nn A ah leaſt 1 4h. other 
Part of the Conſtitution, (as J hope will be plainly 


made out) does Good to the whole. Have not the 


Lords concurred with us in ſeveral Bills, to mend our 
owh Elections? With what Suzcels, 1. will not ſay; 


but chey ſhew'd nd Averſion or Fear of theſe Ar- 
tempts, When the thought the publick Good was 


concern'd in it. There is à great deal of . Difference 


between the Subverſinn: and the Alteration, of poli- 
tied] Conſtitutions 3 tis like putting in a found Beam 


in a Building, in Place of à rotten one, which would 
ſoon let the whole Houſe: fall upon ones Head. The 
Lords did not call thoſe ſeveral material Alterations 


we made in our Conſtitution, a Subyerſion; of it. This 


is the true and genuine Effect of this Bill, in my hum- 


ble Opinion : The Commons will be the better for it 
as well as the Lords, in preventing the 16 Scorch Peers 
from having an entire Dependence, on the Court; the 
Crown will be the better for it, in having the Pre- 


rence-of exerciſing an exorbitant and dangerous Pow- 


er (under the fpecious Name of a Prerogative) taken 


8 from it; and the Peers will be conſequently the bet- 
ter for it, too much, ſay ſome, but they hou 2 
this before I believe it. 


The Gentleman has ande his LA mont 57 4 iin f 


of the Danger there may be of this Power's being 


reſum'd in ſucceeding Reigns, and the Reſentment 


which may be then ſhewn at its being accepted in 


convinc'd of the juſt Grounds upon which this is done 


5 this. But I am of Opinion, that whoever ſhall. be 


at preſent,” and the evil Conſequences which (now 


they are known) would undoubredly- follow, .. ſhould \ 


the Hands of our ſuecteding Monarchs'be untied again, 
1 ſuch 4 r as * will n. conclude, 


that | 


a 


N 


15 dare is 4 moral 165 Pölhbility, "hand cher z. asl 
ment ſhould agree to ſet Matters at large again z this, 
2 of ſome, is the SRO + his; "Orb is tic Advantage | 
0 it. „ | FOES bY 7 
The Hony-Moon Wee e 185 8 8 2 moſt 
| Gifpicious Time, *tis' confeſs? dz, but this: Inſtance. of 
letting looſe the Prerogative, is of ſuch a Conſe- 
ſequence, as will tie up the Exceſſes of Flattery and 
Obſequiouſneſs even in that ſweet and complying Sca- 
Ton: No, Sir, che Advantage Will then thei- it ſelf 
to be much greater than it now does, and can never 
be parxted With, but with the Lives and Liberties of 
eee whote Community. Si propins ſtec, te capiet magis, 
tte more tis Jookgd:into narrowly; the more it Will 
de valu'd 5 and "twill be the,general>Intereſt: fo much 
to preſerve this Law inviolably, (at leaſt for many 
Ages) that Leannot have the kalt F cor uf an Attempt 
9 to be made r il 8 
But he farther aſks the Grain; Why than, isthere LL 
a preſent Inereaſe of the Number of Peers projected 
In this Bill, whereas the Over-Greatneſs of their 

[ Number is one of the Grievances com lain'd of? 

A In Anſwer to this, I mutt tell him, That in order to 
procure this great and good Regulation, it was abſo- 
ae neceſſary to conſent to the preſent Increaſe. 

The King (who is willing to tie up his own and all 
hs Succeſſors Hands in future Ages) might now, if 
he were pleas d to make Uſe of his unbounded Pre- 
-rogative, make Peers not only by Dozens, but by 
Hundreds. This diſmal Secret is now found out: His 
| Majeſty knows it, and the Miſchiefs that may follow 

upon it z and at his taki a final Leave of this Power, 
is deſirous the Crown ſhould be left at Liberty, only as - 
75 My" as to be * to reward the * of half a 


Dozen 


23 


1 will fay 


<3). 


Dorer 1 0 100 zchde be one Min either, but at 
=. Lelmuref Witksür tile Profpe#! of carrying al Foint 
- 1 or of % Thing g elſe, but 10 reward 
Merit. And would it reaſonable to difpute nw. 
d very em with 3 King who is giving uß all tbe rtf 
For ever 7% dy daß bene that Gentlemen himſelf | 
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But above 411, tis be my be fuppofedz“t that i m 
Foce of Time theſt 25 wilt melt inte the Mafd or 


5 p of the whole Pecrage of ruin, nher Dl. 
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un of Cqunt es and F 3, any mere thin a 
ern EnpbÞþ Lord is Fr ard erent Intereſt 
1 Bol 4 fine on one; and, befides, they will Be of 

different Opmions, And give ee of Votes, 4edorain 
N their” Convigiens be COR witltcut, dei 


eſteem'd 


mim the Articles of e 2 7150 195 to. 


1 4 e 
eſtermid a. dead Weight, elected by and ſubfervient to 
the Pleaſure of the Prince, a8 1 ge n they, 600 va 


have hitherto been obſerv'd to be.. | 
But, ſaysthe Gentleman, the walt ſe and indefe- 


fible Articles of the Union arg violated by this. Bill, % 


an&rhereby: a: borrid Piece af jInju 10 tice flone to the 
numerous Peerage of Scotland, and their e to | 
7 . ar ale one 
after they had truſted the ene ee. with the 
Cure fo their I 01 and Honours. ! . 
5:oAs td the firſt. believe that Ge tleman Wine 
will ackhowledge as am ſure his good Senſe and Un- 
Aderſtanding of Government convinces him, if he 
pleaſes to _—_—y that, there can be no ſuch Thing 
In Nature as an unalterable F 275 55 e 
unalterable hy the ſame Power which ae | 
tuted-1t 3; eo tered Soleciſm,; and TAE. ho . 
upom it 2s a Security, which 9 ure Des e 
von ld, upon any Emergency, lt Cc Fa ge or aboliſh, 
built upon a ſandy Foundation. I got ef, thoſe 

Things whioh! are expreſly, | an, me, mej 1295 d 
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f but this, 1 ſay „no humg Conſti tu n can, be of, 1 0 
a ſempiterpa Duration, "but 2669 ing to the Circum- 
ſtanees of Times and urgent Occ: 77 may and 10 


1 ſubject to the Alterations of the ] lt Mgt 6, N 


ours has undergone many wh, ' material ones, ny 1 
wiſe it would have been 1 0 wen meuig have 
Auſted to this Day:. 1 
And then as to the Injuſtice cir Rep ref. ies 
| have unanimouſly aſſured, us, 3550 45 . 1. 125 1 
doing them Wrong, that upon a due Co 10 derat 2 0 
their prefent Condition, it puts Juſtice inte its right 
| Cure, and. will be e 0% bein N 
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ö WY 40 ing to the general Diſcontent which is now in 
North A but. have one of gaining many potent 
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called, and fi ; in Pa rliament, tho“ the King ſhould ne- 
yer fend for him, (J ſpeak now of England.) And be- 
cauſe afterwards the Kings began to ſummon them by 


Writ, when there was Occaſion, (and might ſametimes 
omit fending for ſuch as he did not like) flap aſſerted 
their Rights to ſuch a Writ,” which then began to be 
thought neceflary, Much like this continued the State 
of Denmark till ſo lately as the Book tells you. But 

this is widely different from our Caſe : Theſe that are 
againſt any Alterations in ou Conte Hs 
_ plainly ſee how much and how often we have alter'd 

it, and how neceſſary it was to do ſo. Now in Den- 
mark the Lords (pray obſerve they Had no Titles, but 
went by their Family-Names, Otto Cracg, Schiel, Gerf: 

dorf, Cc.) being Proprietors of fl ene Fan I 

_ tikewiſe originally the Power of giving of Money and 
 Hying of Taxes; no Burgher or Saen B per- 

mitted to purchaſe, or to be the Owner of Land, let 


1 4 * it -3 | a £ \ ©} a Þ : of 9 "s = a 45 * r — * 
him grow never ſo Rich; and this Power; after the 
Calamitics of a long and expenſive War, they exert? 


ed with ſo great Severity and Tyranny, that it oc- 


cafton' what follow d. Money was abfolutely! necef- 
fary to Pay off i rn THOSrny would give gong 
of it in Proportion to their Wealth, but lai Pot 11 

, : —_ > 46+ -» 1 > , * $ 5 a er 
tells us, That by the Gorhick Conſtitution, Taxes were 


a very uncommon Thing, nay, almoft an unknowir 
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one, no Money being raifed but às a Free. Gift töward 


2 Royal ** very extraordinary 
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of Denmark tells you, That ancient Riches unt the only 

Title 70 Nobility tnder the Gothick Conſtitutian; none took 
their Patents nor. Titles of Honour from the King. Should 
wo. or Ma in Pt 1 f . 2 4 35 72 825 3 FJ 1 7. po  F 

- 1 Nan, in Frocels of Time, acquire a Nobleman's 

Eſtate, ro ſuch or ſach à Value,” he bad a Right to be 
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_ Exigencies z Cuſtoms upon Merchandize being an ab- 


ſolute Novelty till theſe latter Ages, (I am ſure the 


Traders will like this Part of the old Conſtitution); 
the Kings lived upon the Revenues of their o-.] n E- 
ſtates, and were gſteemed as the beſt and richeſt Gen- 
rlemen of their Country; in Times of War they let 
their Armies and Fleets, and in Times of Peace they 
fate in their Courts of Juſtice themſelves, with their 
Peers and Afliftants about them; and in their Pro- 
greſſes often did it in the Fields, under ſome ſpreading 
Tree, as the Hiſtorians of thoſe Ages afſure us, as 
may be ſeen in the Life of Charlemayn and other Kings 
of the Franks, who upheld the Gorbick Conſtitution in 
its Perfection, and thereby reſtored and ſettled the Li- 
berties af Ezrape, now in a Manner extinctce. 
The Difference 1 the Daniſh Houſe of 
Lords and ours being ſq very wide, JI cannot ſee how 
any juſt Faralel gan be made between. them, fo as to 
bring ef any farther, than that 
the Exerciſe; of a tyrannical Power, whether in a King, 
in Nobles, or any ather Branch of the Conſtitution, 
is pernieiqus to the whole! Our Peers claim no Right 
in giving Money aug laying Taxes , nay, tis we who 
tax them, and as long as we do ſe, I cannot fear an 
over- grown Power in them; and I hope we ſhall ſtop 
all Tendencies, that pd which. I cannot ſee that this 
Bill gives them. Our Commons (as naw conſtituted) 
have the great Property af the Nation among them, 
ſuch is the yaſt Encreaſe of Riches hy Trade and Com- 
merce, they are indeed the lower Nobility ; La haute 
ie parite Nablaſe, as they Were call d in France; 
ng. the they ax6 become tuo different Eſtates at pre- 
nt, Were zt firſt one and the ſame, and fate in the 
lame Houle, and vpted along with the beſt, The Com- 


* 


mons 


mons with us were originally much upon the, Foot. 
with thoſe of Denmark; the Burghers were to be cho- 
ſen out of the Commorantes in the Boroughs, the Citi- 
Zens of the Cities, and (by the Knights being diſtin» 
guiſh'd in the Writ, to be Militiet Gladii (indi) we 
may judge the others (who did not ſerve the Com- 45 
monwealth by any Military Tenure) were allowed 
to wear none: Their Property conſiſted only in their 


Gains by Trade and Manufactures, tho Trade was a2 


meer Novice in the Weſtern Parts of the World at that 
Time, which now is the Foundation of our Wealth 
and Welfare. Now our Houſe of Commons is quite 
 anothet Thing, e bis e r 255 eee 
Ie have been forc'd to dilate upon this the more, to 
convince Gentlemen how much we have alter d, and, 
hope, mended our Conſtitution from Time to Time, 
that an Attempt of like Nature may not prove a Bug- 
bear and an Argument againſt doing ſa at preſent. 
And I cannot but obſerve, that the Streſs of the 
preſent: Argument is laid upon three Suppaſitions ; 
Firſt, That the Lords would acquire a great Addition 


of Power by this Bill; Tecondly,” that it will be far 


their · Intereſt to exert ſuch a Power; thirdly, that the 
King and Commons united together, will be too weak 


to reliſt ſuch a Power, not one of which is, or, I be- 


lieve, can be prov'd. And in the Caſe: of Denmark, 


where we ſee the Lords had really Iodg'd in them, by 


the Conſtitution, much greater Powers than is preten- 
ded by the Enemies of this Bill, yet, by the uniting 


of the King, and Commons, (fuch poor ones as they . 


were) and the Clergy, the Lords were deſtroy'd, and 
dre the whole Conſtitution along with them; the 
Lords loſt al}; and the Commons continued Slaves as 
they were, tho' they chang' d their Maſters, with Dili. 
11 / Tn 


45 advantage „ for theyiiexperimented;" that? a ſingle "0 


rant's Finger was heavier than the Lords Loins. This 
 hews, thae exorbitane'Power;-(rho'-it may be legal) 
Wherever ds lodg'd; is dangerous and deſttuctive to 
Liberty; but chis ſhews:withal, thar it 15 more dange- 
rous {becauſe fcarce recoverable) when fodgd in one 
Hand, than when! divided among many, Ariflocracy's 


Hape Been got rid of, (IL have liv'd tö hear the Houſe 
of Commons call'd Tyrants) but ſuch 4 Prerogative 


as the Crown now has, and which it parts with by 


this Bill, (now that tis ſeen and felt, which it hap- 
pen: d not to be in former Ages) is of greater Danger 


tion'd® in this Houſe, and 4 Monarchieal Tyranny is 
1 77 Z.. — 


feldom ſhook of. 
As to what the Honourable Gent 
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are bad Things, but whether they are worſe than De- 


leman fays in Res 


lation to the ſhutting the Poor upon Merit by this Bill, 
Which will Rinder the King from promoting rich or 


deſerving Commoners upon Occaſion, I dare venture 


- the Succeſs of it upon this, that it will be found true 


to a Demonſtration, (when it comes to be computed) 
that the Crown will have ample. and ſufficient Power 


ſtill left in its Hands, to anſwer fully the Demands of 


extraordinary Merit; and beſides, it is not to be ſup- 


poſed that there will not always be kept one or two 
Vacancies, purely for that Purpoſe. I thought, indeed, 
that his Fears would rather have lain the other Way, 
vis. That by the removing of ſo many rich and power- 
ful Members out of this Houſe into the Houſe: of Peers, 
they would make, in Time, that Houſe too powerful; 


for many Commoners have Boroughs under their In- 
fuence, which; when they carry away with'them in- 


© 


to the Intereſt of the Peerage, will certainly ſtrengthen 
it; fo that I thought the Danger lay rather, leaſt the 
Houſe of Peers ſhould have too many Commoners call'd 
to it; tho' I know a certain late Pamphlet aſſures us, 
that the more in Number the Peers are, the leſs power- 
ſul they will be; other People aſſert the quite con- 
trary ; 'tis difficult to know which Opinion to fence 
againſt. n „ 1 
"a to what is inſinuated, that the Peers will by this 
Bill, 1f it paſſes, acquire a Right to make greater De- 
mands of the Crown, which, at long Run, will be at the 
Expence of the Commons, I proteſt I cannot fee from 
whence this Right ariſes, when noble and rich Fami- 
lies are brought in, in the Room of ſuch poor ones as 
would certainly be mfluenc'd by Penſions. Not to 
ſtand in Need of a Bribe, is one of the greateſt, Secu- 
rities that can be taken of Men in Place and Power; 
ſuch are leaſt liible to Temptation I am ſure. | 
The Honourable Member inſinuates, as if by this 
Bill the Peers would become a tix'd and permanent 
Body, if not almoſt independent, Pray, how can this 
| be? Are not the preſent Peers of England an eftabliſh'd, 
fix'd, independent Body, as much now as they will 
be after this Bill is paſs'd? And wou'd it not be pre- 
poſterous, that the Peers of the Northern Part of the 
ſame Kingdom ſhould not be in the like Condition with 
thoſe of the Southern? e 
[ wiſh Gentlemen would explain what they mean 
by a fix'd independent Body, or a Power's being veſted 
irrevocably in the very fame Perſons. Muſt the Lords 
never die? Muſt not Vacancies be fill'd up by new 
Perſons at the Pleaſure of the Crown? Will not as 


many Peers be created as there is now ? I aver it, more 


Will, in all Probability; for whereas now, upon the- 
Extinction of a noble Family, the Crown is not im- 
e | f mediately 


* * 4 EA * — * : fy 7 om * * ” — 
2 ; * & 


8 Fer ee ſolicited to regrant the 


Fitle, after this Bill is pafs'd, it will be 2 57 pol. 


ſible for the Crown to delay. filling a Vacancy or fix 
10 


Months; and the Solicitations of Commoners 


r Com- 


moners, will, in all Probability, have greater Weight 


regulated as much as any Man in 


than that of Lords for Commoners. 
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England : but I do 


dot ſee how this Bill does extend it; the preſent Lords 


and their Succeſſprs have and will have it, and the 


future made Lords by this Bill will likewiſe have it: 
Is it a Grievance, that the Number of theſe Judges is 
limited to 235? One would think theſe: were enough 


in all Conſcience, either in Caſes of Property or Im- 


1. for every one of the Peers now have a 


ight Was the Crown cannot name a Committee 
out of Wem : Would they have it remain in the Crown's 


Power to make new ones upon Occaſion? I ſay, that 
for one good Occaſion tis likely there will be twenty 


bad ones; it is eaſy after this to determine on which 


Side of this Queſtion Publick Liberty is moſt con- 5 
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ments which the Honourable Member has made Uſe of 


_ againſt the Bill, I humbly beg I may have another 


Opportunity to repair the Errors of my want of Me- 


mory. The Subject is, indeed, as he ſays, a very im- 


portant one, and I have been forc'd to take up a great 


Adaeeal of your Time in following him, and in endea- 


vouring to diſpel thoſe diſmal black Clouds where- 


with he has overſhadow'd it, according to my poor 


*. 


Abilities, and to the beſt both of my Conſcience and | 


If L have omitted to take Notice of any of the Argus * 


ge n 9 
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Underſtanding. I wiſh I max have ſatisfy'd many 
Gentlemen that hear me; which I would never have: 
taken upon me to do, if I had not firſt ſatisfy'd my 
felf, and been thoroughly convinc'd that this Bill, 
which J have been all along pleading for, is right for 
Britain, for every Part of the Conſtitution, jointly and 
ſeparately ; is a Thing as much to be deſired as it was 
unexpected, for the future Good and Happineſs: of us 
all; and therefore I hope Gentlemen will take Time 
10 conſider it thoroughly, not queſtioning but many 
will change the preſent ill Thoughts they may have 
entertain'd of it, when it comes to be taken to Pieces 
in a Committee. I do not think the Gentleman was 
in earneſt, when he mov'd to have it thrown out at 
the firſt Reading, and therefore I humbly move that it. 
way have a. ſecond... _ OS GO 
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Clas E the writing of what is above, the Author 
1 Y has ſeen two Papers againſt the Bill, one call'd the 
Plebeian, Number I. another; (and much the better), 
The Thoughts of a Member of the Lower Houſe; which 
came to Hand too late to be taken Notice of in this: 


Pamphlet, tho' moſt of the Arguments have been ſome 


Way or other conſider'd already in it. However, be- 


caufe the Plebeian ſeems either not to have well un- 


derſtood the Nature and Excellency of the Lacedemo- 


ni an Conſtitution, or to have put a. faffe Gloſs on 


what his two great Authors, Emmius and Craggs, have 
furniſh'd him with; the better to anſwer his Neu 
(for which Reaſon alſo he has fraudulently, if not- 
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ps, have an Anſwer ſoon to his Num 
p itle of the atrician; (wherein the Wesknes 3 
And Jaconfiſtenee of ſome of his Arguments may 
3 pale Tis to be hoped (cho tis much doubted) that 

His ee r II. may better, otherwiſe it will 
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